Philosophical Ponderings: “Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.” –Ralph Waldo Emerson, American 
transcendentalist author
Unit 5: Spellers’ Trouble Spots


This unit is devoted to tackling word patterns that have been especially brutal to spellers over the years. While I admit that I cannot in all cases provide helpful or illuminating explanations for why certain words are spelled a certain way and you may not necessarily find out the answers either, I think that it is still worth your while to examine these spelling patterns closely, as they have led to the demise of many a good speller. If all else fails, make yourself a mnemonic when there doesn’t seem to be any rhyme or reason to it. I will wish you good luck for about the fifth time, but you’ll definitely need it for this unit!

-ean/-ian


The endings –ean and –ian are both derived from Middle English and are originally taken from the Latin. As with –eal and –ial, they are both used primarily for adjectives, though they can also be used for nouns (as with the words Aeolian [n.] and Lethean [adj.]). Words ending in –ean often contain a noun that ends with an e, as with Lethean, Pelean, and Euphratean, and this is a good technique to use when judging whether a word ends in –ean or –ian. However, do note that it isn’t an ironclad rule: look at antelope and antelopian.

By the Numbers: Going purely by the statistics and probability of the situation, since there are 2,982 entries in Merriam-Webster where \ēǝn\ is spelled –ian and only 1,060 entries where it is spelled –ean, there is an approximately 74% chance that your \ēǝn\ word is spelled with –ian and about a 26% chance that it is spelled –ean.
Aeolian

Aesculapian

Afrogaean

Antaean

antelopian

Aonian

archidiascalian

Atlantean

Augean

Balzacian

Bayesian
Capsian

Cassiopeian

Daphnean

Euphratean

Euskarian

Euterpean

Lethean

Noachian

Osirian

Paninean

Paphian

Pelean

Praguian

Promethean

Protean

pythian

Sirian

Sisyphean

Strombolian

Wagnerian

