Afrikaans Words (2008 Bee: 1 out of 603 words, 0.17%)


Afrikaans is like Dutch that’s gone off on a safari. It was (and still is) spoken in some places in Africa, notably South Africa, where the Boers settled. Both Dutch and Afrikaans have many of the same spelling patterns, so if you managed to comprehend Dutch, you’ll do fine with Afrikaans. If not, plugging through Afrikaans may lead to a moment of enlightenment for you, just as a koan does for a Buddhist monk.

Afrikaans Words

	Sound
	Spelling
	Example Words

	\ä\
	aa, a, o
	laager, kiaat, aardvark, wonderboom, umfaan, platteland, roodebok, slangkop, doodskop, hartebeest, katel, gifblaar, geeldikkop, muishond, halfmens, rondavel, Taal, panga

	\a\
	a
	quagga, troupand, sancord, klipsalamander, platanna

	\ā\
	ey, a, ei, ui
	skey, ratel, geilsiekte, kurveyor, uitlander, kurvey

	\ē\
	e, ee, ie
	tsetse, lourie, bokmakierie, vetkousie, reedbuck, steentjie

	\ō\
	oo
	voortrekker, naboom

	\ü\
	ui, uw, oe
	voetganger, veldschoen, spruit, spreeuw, doornboom
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\
	uu, oe, uw
	zuurveldt, roer, dauw

	\k\
	k
	kraal, keurboom, kingklip


Observations about Afrikaans

· The textbook Afrikaans spelling for \ä\ is aa. Indeed, if you look at the very name of the language, aa makes \ä\. However, in many words, particularly those ending in –kop or 
–hond, o makes \ä\, and often, \ä\ is represented by a single a. Though aa is technically the standard way to spell \ä\, there are few words in our language that contain aa: most use a or o. Fortunately, in most cases, you can use word context. The good thing is that there aren’t very many Afrikaans words anyway.

· \a\ is spelled a, as in dagga (s. 2).
· \ā\ can be spelled a variety of ways. I will reiterate this, though: both Dutch and Afrikaans have a tendency to double letters when they want to create a long vowel sound. This can be seen in the frequent occurrence of aa, ee, oo, and uu in both languages. If I were forced to guess on \ā\, I would use ee – however, just look over the Afrikaans words in this book and you won’t have to guess.

· \ē\ is spelled ee or ie. It is often spelled ie in words ending in –tjie or –tje, which is a diminutive suffix in Afrikaans. Sometimes, it can be spelled ee, but overall, ie is a much safer guess than ee.

· \ō\ is spelled with two o’s (oo). 
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\ are both tough nuts to crack. They can be spelled ui, ue, oe, and uw. While there is no sure path to success, I have noticed that oe is used the most, so oe would not be a bad guess.

· \k\ is spelled k.
· As in German (see my observations below), v is often pronounced \f\, particularly at the beginning of words. This can be seen in words like bushveld, vetkousie, and voortrekker.
Did you know? The British and Afrikaners fought the First and Second Boer Wars.
